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REV. MARY H, LI 


Mrs. Li, the wife of a Shanghai physician, studied at San Francisco Theological Seminary 
from 1950 to 1952. In 1954 she returned to Shanghai to join her husband, and since then has 
written several letters to the Seminary about conditions there. The following 1 are 
taken from the Seminary news bulletin of December 1955: 


‘Our government does not interfere with individuals in the church, so they told me that I 
was free to choose whatever I would like to do so far as the church is concerned. As far as] 
know now I will continue to teach in the Seminary at Shanghai with Rev. Chia Yu-ming. He 
is very old now, but is in good health and is one of the best theologians in China, still active 
in God's work, We have 45 students in the Seminary and a long list of others who are anxious 
to enroll. Due to limited space and facilities 45 are all that we can have at one time; these 
students are all college graduates. 


**| have been conducting the chapel services at the Seminary since my return from 
Tientsin, where I had just closed a revival in my home church, This semester | am teaching 
Pastoral Counseling and Music, Next semester | will be teaching Bible Survey. 


“God is blessing our students and the presence of the Holy Spirit is felt throughout the 
Seminary. Please pray for us, especially for a larger building for our school. We have nine 
teachers on the staff. This is the only seminary in Shanghai. Since the union of theological 
schools took place there are only two others, one in Peking and one in Nanking. There are a 


number of Bible schools.’*’ 


Her reference to ‘‘only two others’’ is rather puzzling, as according to our information 
Marcus Chen's seminary in Chungking and the Canton Union Theological College are still con- 
tinuing. Either her knowledge was incomplete or else these two seminaries have been closed 
or at least in her thinking reduced in rank to Bible schools. The statement that all 45 students 
are college graduates is very striking. I can’t help but think that she meant to say that they 
were taking a college grade course, that is, that they are middle school graduates, But if 
her statement is correct, it represents a remarkable advance for China in the qualifications of 
seminary students. 


EVERYMAN’S MANDARIN DICTIONARY (jen Jen Kuo-yu Tzu-hui) 


This is a dictionary in phonetic script, with the character alongside, by Rev, W..A. 
wane. formerly a Presbyterian missionary in Paoting, now retired and living in the United 
ates. This book of about 300 pages was published in Formosa and Hong Kong in February, 
1955. In the Foreword the author states that he began work on this book in 1947. He does not 
say how many characters are defined in this book, but I should judge not more than 2,000, 
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The definitions are the simplest possible. The method is usually to give a simple defi- 
nition in one or two words, and then follow this by one or more examples of combinations in e@ “ 
which the word is used with this meaning. If the character has more than one meaning, then “ 
the successive definitions and examples are treated in the same way, The book is intended 
for those whose knowledge of written Chinese is very limited, and who wish to pursue this 
study by means of the phonetic script. No English is used in the book. The words are arranged 
in the alphabetical order of the phonetic alphabet, but there is also a radical index at the end 


of the book. 


Unfortunately the printing is not too well done, and the arrangement of the material is 
very unsatisfactory. @ne word succeeds another in the beginning, middle or end of the line, 
wherever the previous one leaves off, which would be very distracting in the practical use of 
the book. Moreover, since the Communist Government is committed to the adoption in the 
comparatively near future of a romanized system, it is very doubtful whether there is a per- 
manent place for the National Phonetic system, However, it is very encouraging to see this 
continued interest in the problems of Chinese literacy. 


INDOCTRINATION 


Several indications of an increased emphasis in China on Marxist indoctrination have | 
come to hand recently. One of them is an editorial in the Kuang Ming Jih Pao, Peking, for 
October 20, entitled: Secondary Schools Must Intensify Their Work of Political and Ideo- 
logical Indoctrination. The editor begins by complaining of the general tendency in second- 
ary schools to neglect this work, and then points out how important it is, since all the college 
students of the future will come from the secondary schools. This neglect, therefore, ‘‘can- 
not be tolerated’ (a favorite phrase in the newspapers and magazines regarding any trend 
which runs counter to the official Communist policy). He calls upon school Party committees, 
the educational administrations and all organs concerned to work vigorously to eliminate 
**covert counter-revolutionaries’’, In particular the school leadership cadres must head the 
stubborn struggle against bourgeois ideologies. A close watch must be kept on the political 
quality of the teachers; they must be organized more efficiently to study Marx-Leninism. 

The leadership training cadres must occasionally attend the classes of other teachers in person &*) 
**to find out how the teaching is actually conducted"’. Finally the fundamental principle of 
Communist education is stated; ‘*School education must be.....made to serve politics."’ 


The article makes no direct mention of religion as an ideology which must be overcome, 
but it is natural to assume that that was one type of wrong ideology which the writer had in 
mind, 


On the other hand there is at least one indication of a desire to avoid theoretical questions 
of dialectical materialism. The first national conference of Principals of Technical Schools 
last October recognized that there had been a tendency for the content of political lessons to 
become ‘*too complicated and unrealistic’’, and therefore recommended that the students in 
these schools should be taught only ‘‘patriotism, collectivism and the love of labor.’’ This 
resolution was approved by the State Council. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Mrs, Edith W, Heeren, formerly of the Presbyterian Mission in Weihsien and then in 
Cheeloo University, died in Claremont, California on January 13. She went to China origi- 
nally under the English Baptist Mission as a single missionary. 


Rev. James P, Leynse, formerly of the Presbyterian Mission in Peking, has written a story 
entitled *‘The Twain Shall Meet’’ (Creative Press, Box 89, Claremont, Calif., $1.25), which 
endeavors to give a brief introduction to Chinese culture in easy conversational and story style. 
Previous books by Mr. Leynse include *‘Wives Are But Leaves’ and ‘*The Lure of Hong Ke’’. 


In his Sunday afternoon CBS broadcast a few weeks ago, Eric Sevareid made a very apt 
comment on the picture of Dr, and Mrs, Homer Bradshaw as they were crossing over from 
China to Hong Kong. Quoting the Chinese proverb, **One picture is worth ten thousand words, "’ 
he pointed out what this picture shows of official Communist cruelty. He admits that there 
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was cruelty in China before, which he calls the cruelty of anarchy, and then says, **Anarchy’s 
brand of cruelty, the cruelty of neglect, is a distressing thing to see; totalitarianism’s brand - 
organized, directed, and refined cruelty - is a frightening thing to see.*" 


Rev. Donald A. Irwin, formerly with the Presbyterian Board in Cheeloo University, is now 
representing this office and the United Board, in Chinese Student and Alumni Services in 
Seattle, Wash. The Sunday Seattle Times for Junuary 22 gave a whole page to a description 
of his work with Chinese students there, 


CHURCH NEWS 


Christmas was celebrated as usual in the churches in China. Peking Protestants held a 
union service in Asbury Church on December 23, with 40 churches participating. The chair- 
man was Rev, Wang Tzu-chung, Chairman of the Administrative Council of Yenching Union 
Theological Seminary, Dr. J. F. Li, Dean of the Seminary, preached the sermon, Nativity 
plays, candle-light services and carolling were also featured in many Peking churches. A 
choir of 60 sang the Messiah on New Year's Day. In Shanghai the usual union chorus of 250 
voices sang the Messiah at Moore Memorial Church, The program was probably given twice, 
as it is reported that 3,000 persons heard it. All Saints Church, Church of Our Saviour and 
Community Church are also mentioned as having put on programs of special interest, 

All fourteen of Shanghai’s Catholic churches celebrated midnight mass on Christmas Eve. 
At St. Ignatius, 5,000 persons heard Marie Knotkova, Czechoslovak musician, accompanying 
the 70-member choir in a musical program, In Peking, at North Cathedral, Bishop John Chang 
conducted the midnight mass with 3,000 in attendance, Organ and choir presented Haydn's 
Creation, On Christmas Day Bishop Alphonsus Chung Huai-mo conducted high mass. All the 
other Catholic churches in Peking also conducted midnight masses on Christmas Eve, 


A Catholic delegation from North Vietnam passed through Peking on January 4, returning 


from meeting with other Catholic leaders in a conference of international scope held in Poland, 


While in Peking they had an interview with Ho Cheng-hsiang, Director of the Bureau for Reli- 
gious Affairs. L 


Seminary enrolment for the 1955-56 school year has been reported as 75 for Nanking and 
82 for Peking. 26 of the 82 are women. 


Recent visitors to China have described the church life of Shanghai and Canton as con- 
siderably more active and vigorous than that in Peking. A visit to an ordinary service in a 
large Congregational church showed a congregation of only about 60 with, strangely enough, 
more men than women, 


We have had occasion several times to mention Rev. Chao Fyu-san, an Episcopalian minis- 
ter who teaches in Yenching Union Theological Seminary and is also a sort of administrative 
assistant to Bishop Timothy Lin. Two recent reports have underlined his growing importance 
in the church life of Peking. First, the Quaker visitation group found him the most impressive 
and convincing speaker of all they met in Peking. Secondly, when Chou En-lai entertained 


at tea the nineteen members of the Hong Kong University staff who visited Peking in December, 


Chao Fu-san was the one Protestant representative invited to that function to help entertain 
them, 


In the October 24, 1955 Bulletin I reviewed The Christian Farmer for June 15, 1954, and 
drew the conclusion that if this bi-weekly could report so many renewals of rural church life 
every two weeks, then the condition among the country churches could not be so bad as it has 
been feared. But I now have a copy of that magazine for June 1, 1954, at hand, and realize 
the danger of trying to generalize from inadequate data - this number has no church news in it 
at all! Nor does it have much of anything else of special interest. It deals at length with the 
importance of June 1, Children’s Day (not Christian but Communist), with the necessity to 
understand the ‘general line’, which was at that time monopolizing attention in China, and 
with various practical articles on farming, children’s health, etc. 


a <) Rev. E. K. Knettler, formerly Methodist missionary in West China, is now in Formosa, 
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